Newsletter #1: October 2009 
Welcome all new and returning players and families to our 2009-10 ringette season! This is our first communication of the season and we have a lot to share with you. We plan to have 3 more newsletters throughout the season.

In this issue:   
· Team configurations
· Implementation of new LTAD program
· U9 growth campaign
· Tournament schedule (See details about hotel reservations!)
· Ice schedule
· Our new website
· Ringette Celebration Day: October 24, 2009

Team Configurations
We have an excellent turnout of new and returning players this year. All teams have between 12 and 16 players. Players can still register until October 31. At the Tween level we had a whopping 24 registrations! Enough to make two teams! We need more players at the Bunny level and we’re taking steps to address that – see the section U9 Growth Campaign below. 
Long Term Athlete Development (LTAD)
We are entering a new era of sport in Canada. Sport Canada, the governing organization for sports in Canada, is introducing a new program for athlete development, for all age groups, across all sport disciplines. It's referred to as LTAD (Long Term Athlete Development) or CS4L (Canada Sport for Life). It is a comprehensive change to the philosophy of athlete development in Canada. As part of Ringette Canada and Ringette New Brunswick, we are just starting to learn about it.  Different sports are at different stages of implementation but we are all heading in the same direction. Within 5 years this is to be fully implemented across all sports. We are in ongoing discussions with Ringette New Brunswick to discuss strategies to fully adopt this new sport philosophy into ringette. If you have any questions or comments on this new program, please contact Jonathon or Alfredo. We welcome your input as we go forward with this.
As a result of this new program, here are a few new elements you’ll notice this year:
· Division name changes:
     Bunny to U9 (U = Under)
     Novice to U10
     Petite to U12
     Tween to U14
     Junior to U16
     Belle to U19
     Open to +18 
· Reduced level of competitiveness at the younger ages (U9, U10, U12). Regional/Provincial teams starting at U14 only.  This will be the last year for our regional Petite Freeze team. Other provinces have eliminated this program this season.
· Adherence to target practice-to-game ratios. You’ll see higher practice-to-game ratios at the younger age groups. 
Example:
The U10 and U12 teams must meet a 70/30 practice-to-game ratio. That means that for every 3 games they should have at least 7 practices.
U14 is 60/40,  U16 is 60/40, and  U19 is 40/60.

There is certainly much more to this new athlete development model. I encourage you to read about it. 
General sport philosophy: www.ltad.ca
Ringette specific: http://www.ringette.ca/Content/LTAD/What%20is%20LTAD.asp?langid=1 

U9 Growth Campaign 
Our U9 (Bunny) team is in desperate need of more players for this season. This is a call out to our entire membership base (to you!) to do what you can to help increase our number of U9 players. We are introducing two initiatives to help.

1. $75.00 Referral Bonus
For any new U9 player you recruit to play this year we will credit you $75 towards your 2010 registration. That could translate into some significant savings next season!!

2. Invite a Friend
We realize that at this age players and parents do not know if they will enjoy the game or not. We are inviting players to come out and try it for free. They can come out for 2-3 practices and to get a good sense of the sport. We’ll even help equip them with the gear.

Please do what you can to introduce ringette to any young players you may know. Contact any Riverview Ringette Board member or the U9 team staff directly for more information.

U9 is open to boys or girls between the ages of  5 and 8, with a specific focus this year on 7 and 8 year olds. 

Tournament Schedule
The Riverview Ringette Association has registered all of our teams (except U9 and +18) into two tournaments:

Early Bird Tournament

Fredericton, NB

November 20-22, 2009 
Charlottetown Tournament
Charlottetown, PEI

January 14 – 17, 2010

All Riverview teams will also all be playing in our Riverview/Dieppe Tournament March 5-7, and participating in our respective provincial tournaments later in March.
Fredericton Hotel Reservations

The Early Bird Tournament in Fredericton is fast approaching. The association has secured a block of 80 rooms at the Delta Fredericton at a group discount rate of $109/room for the evenings of Friday, November 20 and Saturday, November 21.

You need to call the Delta directly to reserve your own room. Call the Delta reservation centre at 1-888-462-8800 or the hotel directly at 506-457-7000. Specify you are looking for a room in the Riverview Ringette block. These rooms are only being held until Monday Oct 19 after which time the rooms will be released for general sale. Call now!

As tournament details become available, they will be shared by your team staff and posted on our website. 

Ice Schedule
We were fortunate to get an extra 15 hours of ice this season (from September 26 to October 11). October 18 - 31 is considered our official pre-season ice time. Our games schedule begins the first week of November.

Pre-season ice schedule October 12 to October 31 (last updated October 6) 
Excel 26Kb <click here> or Notepad 2.3Kb <click here>

The game schedules will be ready shortly. They will be shared by your team staff and posted here. 

Our New Website
We are excited to soon be launching a new website at www.riverviewringette.com. We have partnered with a local multimedia design college. It’s a win-win partnership! As a class project they are building our website for free and in return the students will add our website to their portfolio of accomplishments. What we’ve seen so far looks great and the students are proud of their work. We are using a temporary home page until the new site is launched later this fall.

Ringette Celebration Day: October 24
Riverview is excited to be hosting the first Ringette Celebration Day in the South-East area. This is an opportunity for players to get on the ice and work with some of our provincial level coaches. Also, our house league coaches will work with our provincial level coaches to gain some valuable tips and best practices. We have 10 hours of ice time on October 24th (5 hours on upper ice, 5 hours on lower ice). All associations in our South-East region will be invited to attend. In conjunction with the ice times there will be other workshops happening around the rink for parents and team staff. It's gearing up to be an exciting day! More information to follow from your coach. 

Keep your stick on the ice and a smile on your face.

Jon Long
President Riverview Ringette
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